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CTENODONTA ELONGATA SALTER 1873 (MOLLUSCA, BIVALVIA): 
REQUEST FOR SUPPRESSION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.) 1945 

By R. M. Carter {University of Otago , New Zealand) 

1. Salter (1873, A catalogue of the collection and Silurian fossils contained 
in the Geological Museum of Cambridge : 24) provided two new names (attributed 
to “Hicks (undescribed)”) for fossil bivalvian specimens from strata of Ordo- 
vician age on Ramsey Island, Pembrokeshire One of these, Ctenodonta 
elongata Salter, was accompanied by a brief description, viz “the genus like 
Nucula, but the ligament external”; the other, Ctenodonta rotunda Salter, was 
merely listed. A single figure was also provided, but cannot immediately be 
linked objectively with either species. 

2. Later (as indicated by his inclusion of Salter’s names in his own 
synonymies) in the same year, Hicks (1873, Quart. J. Geol. Soc. Loud. 29 : 47) 
described in full two bivalvian species from the same locality (and possibly 
based on the same specimens), providing figures. Ctenodonta cambriensis 
Hicks ( loc . cit ., pi. 5 fig. 8, 9) was proposed for an elongate or “nuculanid” 
shaped form; Ctenodonta menapiensis Hicks {loc. cit., pi. 5, fig. 6, 7) for a rotund 
or “nuculid” shaped form. 

3. It is clear from the original description (“like Nucula ”) that elongata 
Salter refers to the rotund or “nuculid” shaped species. Furthermore, the figure 
in Salter, though somewhat elongate, depicts a shell with asymmetrically placed 
umbo and an external ligament. It is closer to the lectotype of menapiensis 
than to that of cambriensis (lectotypes designated by Carter, 1971 , Palaeontology 
in press), and the figure is therefore accepted as being associated with Ctenodonta 
elongata Salter. Hence elongata Salter was originally associated with both a 
description and a figure. Together these certainly comprise an indication in the 
sense of Article 12 of the Code. Therefore, strict application of Article 23 
would result in elongata Salter taking priority over menapiensis Hicks. 

4. If the figure provided by Salter is treated as being associated with 
elongata , Ctenodonta rotunda Salter was originally published without an indica- 
tion in the sense of Article 12 of the Code. It is hence a nomen nudum , and is 
not considered further. 

5. If the above interpretation is correct, it follows that — as published by 
Salter — the rotund “nuculid” form carries the name elongata , while the elongate 
“nuculanid” form is associated with the nomen nudum rotunda. As Hicks 
published his new names without explanation, and as he included elongata in 
synonymy with cambriensis , and rotunda in synonymy with menapiensis , it seems 
most likely that there was accidental transposition of the description during the 
publication of Salter’s work. One can thereby interpret Hicks’ actions as 
(1) proposing new names because Salter had inadvertently associated the name 
elongata with the rotund form and vice versa; and (2) treating elongata as a 
synonym of cambriensis , and rotunda a synonym of menapiensis , because 
{cambriensis being elongate, and menapiensis rotund) it was in that sense that 
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Hicks had originally intended the names elongata and rotunda — as descriptive 
of the animals concerned. 

6. All later writers appear to have used Hicks’ names, and accepted his 
designated synonymies of rotunda and elongata. For example, Woods (1891, 
Catalogue of type fossils in the Woodwardian Museum , Cambridge : 74) lists 
Ctenodonta rotunda as a synonym of C. menapiensis (but does not mention 
either C. elongata or C. cambriensis ); and Pringle (1930, Proc. Geol. Assn, 
bond. 41 : 1-31) accepts cambriensis and menapiensis as valid names. 

7. C. elongata Salter has not been used since its original description in 
1873. Further, the type specimen is missing. Therefore, in the interests of 
stability of nomenclature, the Commission is requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name elongata Salter, 

1 873, as published in the binomen Ctenodonta elongata , for the purposes 
of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy: 

(2) to place Ctenodonta elongata Salter on the Official Index of Rejected and 

Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 

8. If the recommendations contained in this application are approved, the 
pertinent synonymy of the two valid names will read : 

Praenucula menapiensis (Hicks) [= Ctenodonta elongata Salter (suppressed), 
= Ctenodonta rotunda Hicks (not available under Article lid, i.e. first 
published in synonymy)]. 

Praearca ” cambriensis (Hicks) [= Ctenodonta rotunda Salter (nom. nud.), 
= Ctenodonta elongata Hicks (not available under article lid, i.e. first 
published in synonymy)]. 



